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The un-forgiven Prodigal Daughter

We meet many young people in the course of our work. Sometimes their stories teach us lessons as we
look for how we can help rebuild broken lives. Prosper writes:

Jessica sat on her bed that cold Friday morning and could not stop crying. She fell to her knees and
moaned “Oh my God, Have you forsaken me too?”

A year earlier, after an argument with her parents, Jessica had quit school just before she sat her Senior
6 exams and run from home. Jessica’s family was quite wealthy and all her siblings had gone through
school already. But with all the sacrifices and hardships her family had gone through, Jessica had
never felt accepted.

Therefore she did not think twice when she was offered the promise of all the fancy things and luxuries
in life by a motorcycle taxi rider from the next town. Soon he was asking her to move in with her and
with little to lose, she had run away with him to her parents’ disapproval.
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Tears kept rolling down her cheeks as she
remembered all the mistakes she had made along
the way. It hadn’t been long before her boyfriend
started bringing other women home and sooner
than later she was replaced. With the little money
she had on her, she had moved into a room in an
old woman’s house. The thought of the comfort
of her parents home drove her crazy day by day.

&% A month back, Jessica had gone to a clinic for an HIV
B test after constant sickness. She had been given
the sad news, she was HIV positive. With no friends
and no one to turn to, Jessica had decided to call
her parents and share her fateful news. Coming
from a Christian family, Jessica had hoped for a

better reception of her news.

That Friday morning, Jessica’s weak body shook uncontrollably as she heard her father’s voice and
words. He walked in without a Bible in his hands as he always did but something that she had least
anticipated. She turned and looked to her right where the coffin was placed as she heard her father’s
towering voice saying, “My daughter, the wages of sin is death. There are your wages.”

As we seek for His grace and forgiveness, is there someone we need to forgive first?

Matthew 6: 12 “and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us 14-
15 “if you forgive those who have sinned against you, your Heavenly Father will forgive you. But if
you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Sadly in many of the churches we work with you will find an unforgiving attitude. As we train youth
workers we always need to emphasize Gods grace, love and forgiveness and help them respond to
the youth in their care with compassion.
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May God gU|de us during this period. _
As the school year winds up, this is a good time to spot po?’, '

income, life and work can get difficult. On a positive side, it's been
pound rate in comparison to the shilling is high. Please pray for proy
the country. ,

We pray for Gmdance aswe think of the ‘where
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